
What is the GEF 

The GEF is the world’s leading public financial fund investing in the joint 
management, care, and restoration of our planet.  

 

Yet behind those numbers is a bigger story that comes from the positive 
impact GEF investments have on the two billion still waiting for access 

to electricity, clean water, and other services others easily enjoy. 

 

25 years, 1991, Rio Earth Summit 
$14.6 billion invested directly,  
$74.3 billion in cofinancing,  
>4,000 projects in  
183 countries.  

The GEF’s 18 implementing partners are: Asian Development Bank (ADB), African 
Development Bank (AFDB), Development Bank of Latin America (CAF), Conservation 
International (CI), Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA), European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), Foreign Economic Cooperation Office - 
Ministry of Environmental Protection of China (FECO), Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Fundo Brasileiro para a Biodiversidade 
(FUNBIO), Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD), International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), West African Development Bank (BOAD), World Bank Group 
(WBG), World Wildlife Fund U.S. (WWF). 



GEF & Marine Based Conservation Finance 

• $1.14B/$7.7B to transboundary, marine 
projects catalyzing development of the 
Blue Economy regionally, nationally and 
locally. 
– land-based sources of marine pollution 

– Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction 

– sustainable management of Large Marine 
Ecosystems,  

– Marine Protected Areas 

– fisheries,  

 



Well-managed oceans attract        
      responsible investments  

GEF supports a process leading to greater 
predictability by supporting countries to:  

1.    Provide data to inform decision-making  

2.    Design and implement policies together with 
public agencies and fishing cooperatives   

3.    Convening all stakeholders to ensure that 
public investment and policies lead to stronger 
governance regimes that will, in turn, attract 
private investment.  

 

 



Benguela Current  
(South Africa, Angola and Namibia) 

• Steps leading to sustainable development 
strategy formulation: 

• Realizing value of shared resources ($54B/yr) 

• Establishment of the Benguela Current 
Commission  

• Adoption of the Benguela Current Convention. 

• Provide framework for investments with PS  



Global Coastal Fisheries Initiative 

• The CFI supports environmentally, economically and 
socially sustainable use and management of coastal 
fisheries, complementing the LME approach. 

 

• Strengthening the fisheries sector’s policy, legal and 
regulatory frameworks to incorporate environmental, social and 
economic sustainability considerations 

• Improving the capacity and capability of fishing nations, 
regional management bodies and empowering communities 

• Promoting private-public partnerships that enable responsible 
investment along the supply chain 



Opportunities within Blue Economy 

• Supporting priority actions and investments 
within regional policy frameworks  -> key to 
Blue Economic growth.  

• CFI 

• ABNJ (Tuna Fisheries) 

• Seaweed production, local, national, small 
large scale.  

• NGI -> “blue” bonds guaranteed by 
governments 

• Shipping Industry 

 


